SUERS'

oY - ‘%;
> 3 >
3 -_i
) S
2 I

) S

NEWSLETTER no.14

FORMED 1898

®tage Farly Settlers’ Association (Inc.) J u Iy 1 980

o
e

"John Wickliffe' and 'Philip Laing' anchored at Pont Chalmers, 1848, based on

INTRODUCT ION

a painting by Capt. T. Robertson. Antist John Robinson. This Large, colourful

painting 45 a striking feature in the Museum's new Reception area.

BY BRUCE MACGIBBON
Publicity and Membership Committee

The March Newsletter No. 13 gave notice of the
Annual General Meeting on the 20th March, and we

are pleased to report a large attendance and a
meeting of substance. Your committee was encouraged
as it and the museum staff |ike to hear comments, be
they good or bad, because this helps us fo steer the
museum.

1980 COMMITTEE
The Committee for 1980 is as follows:-
President: Rev. Dr J.S. Somerville, C.M.G.

Immediate Past President:
Mr J.0. Macpherson

Mr W.S. Armitage, 0.B.E.

Past President:

Vice Presidents: Messrs N.W. Allan, B. MacGibbon,
R.D. Orr, J.W. Ramsay, N.Y.A.
Wales, Mrs H. Young

Treasurer: Mr A.J. Perry
Commi ttee: Messrs R.J. Beardsmore, C.L. Croot,
3 J.A. Dangerfield, P.N. Dick, P.R.

George, L.F. Gerrie, J.J. lang,
J. Salmond, G.E. Sherriff, Miss J.
Fraser, Mrs D. Hogg, Rev. Dr W.E.
Daniel

Director: Mr |. Pentecost

Secretary: Mr E.R. Homan

TREASURER

Mr P.R. George, who did a great job as Treasurer, has
resigned that position, but will remain on the

committee and executive. Thank you Phil for your

help in the museum's new l|ife and surge forward. His L
place as Treasurer has been filled by another keen

member, John Perry, whose family have always had

strong Otago ties.

A. JOHN PERRY

John, a recently elected member of the committee, is
a Chartered Accountant in public practice. John is
a Commander in the Naval Reserve and is Chairman of
the Otago Officers' Club. He is the District
Commissioner of the Leith-Stuart District of the
Scout Association of New Zealand. He has been a
committee member of the Dunedin Amenities Society
for some time and is now honorary secretary, and

is also a member of the Balmacewen Bowling Club.

His father was Dr Arnold Perry, respected as a
medical practitioner in Dunedin, and as a Rugby
player and administrator. His paternal grandfather,
Wiliiam Perry, arrived from County Derry in 1862 and
went fo the goldfields.

On the maternal side, great grandparents Alexander
Duthie and his wife Jane (nee Martin) came from
Wel lington to Otago with Kettle's survey party in
1846, on the ship "Mary Catherine". They lived
in Dunedin for several years before settling in
Tokomairiro. His grandfather John Alexander
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Duthie was the first white child born in
Tokomairiro; his elder brother Edward was said to
have been the first white boy born in Dunedin.

John Alexander Duthie was a stock and station agent
in Milton, mayor of Milton for a time and a founding
director of the Bruce Woollen Manufacturing Co. Ltd,
and South Otago Freezing Co. Ltd.

DOREEN L. HOGG

Mrs Hogg too, is a recently elected member of the
Committee. She is President of the Otago Pioneer
Women's Association, of which her mother was a
founding member. She was Matron of Arana Hall, a
student college of residence, from 1971-77, and was
Matron of St. Barnabas' Home for the Aged from
1978-79.

Her paternal great grandfather Longworth worked at
the brickworks at North East Valley, after having
arrived in Otago on the "Chile" in 1860. Her father
John R. Starr, was a hairdresser and tobacconist.

On the maternal side, great grandparents Mr and Mrs
Moses Bardsley founded the first soap and candle-
making factory in Dunedin, which is now known as
the Mcleod Bros. They arrived in Otago in 1858 on
the "Nourmahal".

DIRECTOR

The appointment of lan Pentecost as Director was made
in April, from a large list of applicants. We feel
sure he will carry on the thrust started by Seddon
Bennington. lan, 31 years old, has been on the
staff for one year as Custodian, and during that
time he has developed a great deal of expertise in
the area of conservation of historic items.

lan is a Cabinet Maker by trade, with many years'
experience. With his wife Anne, he travel led
through Europe and the Middle East by bus and train.
He was a Scout Leader for 8 years until recently,
and his other interests include badminton and
sailing.

lan has the support of the Committee and a keen,
hard-working staff.

SATURDAY ROSTER

The continuing increase in visitors to the museum
has been most gratifying and a source of encourage-
ment to staff and committee. This leads us to ask
if any of our members could be put on a roster, to
help with the supervision of visitors on Saturday
afternoons. |t would be from 1.30 to 4.30 p.m., and
you should be required only twice a year. Our
attendances have increased so much, that we need
extra people "to keep an eye on things". This would
be an opportunity to keep up with developments and
exhibitions at the museum, while helping staff by
supervising the collection. We do not wish to, and
indeed do not have the finance to, cover the
appointment of extra staff. As you are aware, the
committee members keep the museum open on Sundays

by rostering themselves, and this has been an
outstanding success. |f you can help on Saturdays,
please ring the museum secretary Sue Walker 775-052,
lan Pentecost 761-253 (Home) or Bruce MacGibbon
774-403 (Home), without delay. You will be surprised
at what you will see and learn whilst you move
around. The visitors themselves, who come from all
around the world, make it interesting and worthwhile.

ANNIVERSARY DAY

Our Anniversary Day this year fell on Sunday 23rd
March, and special functions were held, which were
an outstanding success. An Anniversary service

was held at First Church, attended by the Mayor

and Mayoress, Town Clerk and councillors, at 10 a.m.,

conducted by Rev. Denzil Brown. At 2.45 p.m. there
was a special walk from Bond Street to Wickliffe
House where a plaque in the footpath in Water Street
commemorates the site of the landing of the first
ship. This gathering was addressed by the Mayor

of Dunedin, Mr C.G. Skeggs. Headed by a lone piper,
the gathering then moved to First Church for a
special short service by the Rev. Denzil Brown and
then to the museum. Here we would pay a fribute

to the Mayor and Mrs Skeggs, the Town Clerk Mr

A. Carr and Mrs Carr, the public, and museum staff
who all dressed in the clothing of the ftime and
ensured the occasion was a great success.

RESEARCH REPORT

BY HELEN SPOONER
Research Librarian

Since my report last June, work has intensified in
the Research Department, and, in response to these
demands, we are reorganising our system on a more
professional basis. We hope to increase effic-
iency without losing the pleasurable interaction
between the staff and researchers visiting the
museum.

The processing of manuscripts and documents goes on
whenever time allows, and there is still a large
quantity of material to be dealt with. The short
term eim is to identify, take ccnservation measures,
sort, list and store in labelled boxes. The lists,
as an interim measure, are then to be available to

researchers, as this part of the scheme will take a
long time. This work will lead ultimately to a
catalogue, integrated with a Museum Master Catalogue,
in which every item is fully described and all items

relating to any key topic, easily retrievable.

National Archives compiles a Register, copies of
which are held in major libraries throughout the
world. This records important holdings in insti-
tutions all over New Zealand, and some of the
Association's material should ultimately be submitted
for inclusion.

The Association's extensive material relating to
early settler families in Otago, collected over
several generations, may prove to be unique. It

is constantly being added to and brought up to date
and additions fo it are much appreciated.

In discussion with visitors to the museum, | hear so
many colourful and inferesting reminiscences and
yarns about people's early life and | am constantly
urging that they be preserved in writing or on tape.
In the past, the Association has actively sought to
col lect such material, and it would be good if it
could be done again. It is said that 'every person
has at least one book in them'. Events of national
importance are well documented objectively and the
flavour of the time and how it felt to be there may
be lost for ever. |t is the everyday situations and
events, that are a valuable part of our history. If
you have family stories, write them down..
Experiences you have had that are amusing, dramatic,
sad, romantic or inspiring are worth recording.
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MUSEUM REPORT

|AN PENTECOST e
Director

I would like to acknowledge the achievements of the
past directors and committees which have given the
Association's museum the promising future it has
now, and | hope to build on from their work. The
present committee and staff have helped me a great
deal to fit into my new position, and it is a
pleasure working with such a dedicated team.
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STEAM. BETW‘EEN ‘

Portobello and Dunedin.

S.S. "ONSLOW’

Visitors to the museum will find the new reception _
and shop area has given a much warmer, welcoming Leaves Portob'ello, qully, 7.45 a.m. and 3.30 p.n.
feel to the museup. A start will be made shortly Leaves Dunedin, Daily, 10 a.m. and 5.15 p.m.

on the ramp to cater for wheelchairs, pushchairs WEDNESDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY—Leaves Dunedin 2.30 instead of 5.15

woef

and those of us who find steps a little difficult.
It will come into the side of the front entrance.
The ramp has been made possible in part by the
Stokes family who held a Centennial in December
1979. They have offered to construct the ramp. We
hope to find sponsors to help with the new door

and doorway which are also necessary. The ramp
will give much easier access to the museum for

many visitors.

| would like to introduce Angela Burns, the newly
appointed Curator of the Collection. Angela
obtained her Diploma of Fine Arts in 1975, taught
art for a short period, and subsequently worked as
a graphic artist from 1977-79, with Television One.
She has exhibited some of her own art work at the
Arts Centre in Christchurch and in the Otago
Museum and Otago Art Society building in Dunedin.

Angela has been refurbishing most of the display
cases, relining them with colourful fabrics. The
range of articles displayed has been widened to
include many that were in storage. All items have
been labelled and title panels mounted on the
cases. This changing of displays is being made
possible by the provision of adequate storage for
the collection behind the scenes.

Wayne O'Connell, our new Custodian, is 31 years

old and has completed an apprenticeship in plumbing
and gas fitting. Since then he has travelled
throughout N.Z., Canada, the United States and
Australia, gaining a wide variety of practical
skills. Wayne has a great deal to offer the museum,
and | welcome him to the staff.

CongraTuIa%ions to Sue, the museum secretary, who
was married to Noel Walker in May.

We hope to have redecorated the Donald Reid wing
and have mounted our permanent display of steam
energy by the end of July. This is a most exciting
project, and will include some early Beam engines
seen in motion. The room is enlivened by murals
painted by David Williams.
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p-m., returning at 5 p.m.

RETURIY FARE, 1s. &4,

Ordinary Time Table Suspended on Holidays.
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An Exhibition "Small Settlements around the Otago
Harbour" will be mounted in August, using photos,
maps and other interesting objects relating to such
places as Broad Bay and Port Chalmers.

The August School holiday programme will be for
secondary school pupils, and will give a small group
of interested youngsters a chance to see how the
museum works with special emphasis on conservation.
The May holidays project was a great success, with
about 20 children from 8 to 11 years woking on
building a wattle and daub hut, and illustrating
the theme "Hardships of a Gold Miner's Life".
Everyone got very muddy and had lots of fun. The
clay hut, about the size of a garden shed, and the
art work done by the children, will be on display
until the end of July.

GENERAL

We wish to make our apologies to Mr W.N.M. Smith
for inadvertently omitting his name from the list
of Committee members in the March 1980 Newsletter.
Mr Smith has recently resigned from the Committee,
but we are very grateful to him for the tremendous
interest he showed in the museum over a number of
years.

Al'l the smaller museums in Otago and Southland are
to be put on our museum mailing list so that we can
keep in touch with one another. Please advise your
address if you are not on that list.

CENTENARIES

The Strath Taieri, Ngapuna and Sutton Schools
celebrated their Centennial in January 1980. We
were pleased to receive a copy of the booklet "The
First Hundred Years'", commemorating the event.

The Wanaka District Schools also celebrated their
Centenary this year, and a recipe booklet was
published to mark the event, including details of
the history of the schools in the area. A copy of
this booklet was also sent to the museum.

Please let us know in plenty of time, if there is to
be a Centennial in your area, so that it can be noted
in the newsletter. Don't lose the records of such

an occasion. Send them fo our museum for safe-
keeping.




ORDER FORM

1. Print 'Dunedin in 1875’

2. Print 'Dunedin in 1848' by C. Kettle.
of 1,000 numbered prints.

3. Print 'Easter Encampment' by C. Aubrey.

information sheet.

William Ackers
Golden Age
Geelong

Set of 5 cards

Showing First Church
Showing Knox Church

Jetty St. Wharf
Empire Hotel
Exchange

colours.

of 1,000 numbered prints.

4. Maritime Cards with envelopes.

Set of 6 different cards
5. Cobb & Co. Cards with envelopes.

6. O0'Brien Cards with envelopes.

Set of 5 of each scene

Set of 6 different cards

8. Printer's Block Cards with envelopss.

Set of 6 different views
9. Theatre Poster Cards with envelopes.

Set cf 10 different cards

1 Maritime Set

1 Cobb & Co. Set
1 O'Brien Set
1
1

11. Other

YOUR NAME:
ADDRESS:

Please include .30c POST/PACKING

SHOP NEWS

Historic Postcard Set
Printer's Block Set

ENCLOSEDR IS $ ...vvnnn. FOR ORDER

NOTE:

$2.00

Limited edition

Limited edition

Full colour, with historic

Aldinga
Oc~ant
Ph'lip Laing

7. Historic Postcards Individual Cards:-

Individual Cards:-

Individual Cards:-

First Fire Engine
House, Caversham

'Josephine!

10. Special Combined Card Set Comprises:-

In assorted

Full colour.

(Total Value $5.90)

POST TO:

.25 each

.80

.25 each

.20 each

.80

The members' discount does not
apply to these cards and prints, which
are already quoted at the minimum price.

Orders over $5.00 POST FREE

Do not forget to carry your membership card with
you to the museum, as it gives you a discount of
10% on all books and prints, and ensures you of
free admission.

Shop sales are very important financially to the
Association, and we rely on members to choose from
our selection of books, prints and cards. Please
fill in the enclosed order form and return it as
soon as possible. We are stream-lining our system
of despatching orders and will treat your order
promptly.

Should you |ike a catalogue of prints and cards in
stock, please do not hesitate to request one.

Don't forget our large range of books. We specialise
in books relating to early Otago and surrounding
districts, with many other related topics included.

Remember, your support in shop purchases is greatly
appreciated.

WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT
for the
OTAGO EARLY SETTLERS' MUSEUM

OPEN TO EVERYONE

......

......

......

......

......

------

......

......

......

......

Subseriptions: Family $8.00 per annum; Adults $5.00
per anvum; Under 18 yeans $2.00 per annum,
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1/We wish to become memberns of the Otago Early

Settlers' Association.
NAMCE: 205 vis 5155w svie S0 aer 605 o, 308 4skeia) o v 5 1% s Toh s BB o s

...........................................

Otago Ealy Settlerns' Assoc.,
220 Cumberland St,
DUNEDIN



